BaBa ZulLa - Bio

The unrivalled masters of 21st century Turkish psychedelic music play their own
compositions with such a heavy dose of improvisation that every gig becomes very
different than the one before attracting and pushing fans to experience more and
more shows just like Deadheads.

Born in Istanbul in 1996, BaBa ZuLa features founding members Levent Akman
(spoons, percussions, machines, toys), Murat Ertel (electric saz and other stringed
instruments, vocals, theremin), as well as darbuka and percussion player Umit
Adakale and Esma Ertel on vocals and dancing.

BaBa, ZuLa g0 to great lengths to provide their fans with a unique live show
experience. Their ritual like performances are a mixture of disciplines of art, often
featuring belly dancers, elaborate costumes, poetry and theatre delivering viewers a
tantalizing audio-visual feast.

By mixing oriental instruments such as darbuka, electric saz, finger cymbals and
spoons with electronics and modern sounds and retro Turkish drum machines, BaBa
ZuLa creates a sound they have started on all their own called Istanbul Psychedelia.
The unique electric saz designed specially by Ertel himself together with a wooden
spoon can serve as musical compass to Turkish musical roots going as far back as
pre-Islamic, shamanic times, through Anatolia and silk and spice road culture and
legends reaches all the way up to present-day Istanbul.

Despite sounds that might initially come to mind when one hears a phrase like
“Oriental Dub” with which some critics try to define them; BaBa ZulLa’s music is in
fact Psychedelic Istanbul Rock’n Roll with such a ’roll’ element that vibrates in a
way that westerners haven’t heard so frequently since the late '60s .

BaBa ZuLa share their legacy with us through their music, a music born out of
Istanbul getting the Asian and European culture together so naturally and
influenced by the memories of Istanbul passed on to them from generations beyond .

They were the missing link between the Turkish psychedelic music of 1960ies throughout
the 1990ies connecting a route of futuristic tradition and giving birth and courage to new
generations of young Turkish musicians who could conquer the world stage nowadays.

They have collaborated with countless inspiring artists young and old around the globe
starting from their first album which was a cult hit soundtrack for a Turkish underground
movie called ‘Tabutta Roévagata’, (Summersault in a Coffin). The stars of that movie, Tuncel
Kurtiz and Ahmet Ugurlu were featured on the album and at their very first concert. From
then on they have continued on collaborating with national and international artists such
as Mad Professor, Semiha Berksoy, Alexander Hacke (Einstiirzende Neubauten), Warren
Ellis(Bad Seeds), Selim Sesler, Sly & Robbie, Jaki Liebezeit (Can), Fred Frith, Ralph
Carney(Tom Waits),Lukas Santtana and many more.

Now they are celebrating their three decade long adventure with a fresh new album called
XXX to be released in September 2026.



